INCREDIBLE OBTUSENESS

or being changed into one of the lower animals,
it might be presumptuous on this person's part
to stipulate, but by invoking every accessible
power and confining himself to this sole petition
a very definite tragedy may be expected. Beware,
0 contumacious Lung, * However high the tree the
shortest axe can reach its trunk/ "

'As the time for the examination drew near the
streets of Ho Chow began to wear a fuller and
more animated appearance both by day and night.
Tsin Lung's outer hall was never clear of anxious
suppliants all entreating him to supply them with

. minute and reliable copies of the passages which
they found most difficult in the selected works,
but although his low and avaricious nature was
incapable of rejecting this means of gain he de-
voted his closest energies and his most inspired
moments to his own personal copies, a set of
books so ethereal that they floated on the air

.without support and so cunningly devised in the
blending of their colour as to be, in fact, quite
invisible to any but his microscopic eyes. Hien,
on the other hand, devoted himself solely to in-
teresting* the Powers against his rival's success by
every variety of incentive, omen, sacrifice, impre-
cation, firework, inscribed curse, promise, threat,
or combination of inducements. Through the
crowded streets and by-ways of Ho Chow moved
the imperturbable Thang-li, smiling benevolently
on those whom he encountered and encouraging
each competitor, and especially Hien and Tsin
Lung, with a cheerful proverb suited to the
moment.

An outside cause had further  contributed to
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